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How to Create an ePub Book Using Mac Pages and Keynote
 
Michael A. Colburn
Orthodox Christian Mission Center
 
 
Below are the steps to create an ePub book using the free Pages app and Keynote app that comes with every Apple computer.
 
The method I will explain will result in an ePub that can be read on any computer or mobile device.
 
The features of the ePub will be:
 
	Custom Cover for the Book

	Table of contents 

	Ability to resize text

	Ability to search the book

 

Create a directory for your ePub
 
Create a directory for each ePub.  For example, if in the documents directory you have a directory named books, create a directory in there for each ePub book you create.
 
In the following instructions, I will refer to this folder as your ePub directory.
 

Create an image for your ePub book.
 
An image for your cover is optional.  The image can be creating using many kinds of software.  One easy was is to use Keynote, which is free an on all Mac computers.
 
Setup
 
	Open Keynote.

	Select a template.

	In the upper right corner, click Document > Slide Size > Custom Slide Size

	Set width to 1600

	Set height to 2560

 
Create Content
 
Use the title slide to enter the information you want to appear on the cover. You can change the background, add images, etc.
 
Export as an Image
 
	Select File > Export to > Images....

	Select From 1 to 1

	Select PNG

	Save...

 
Save it to your ePub directory.  
 

Create a Pages document
 
Important Concepts
 
	You can use the various features of Pages to create and format the content for the ePub book.  

	The table of contents is based on the style you apply to section titles. This create the hierarchy for the table of contents.  Style section titles using the heading styles:

	Heading

	Heading2

	Heading 3

	You can include images, but they should be 300 dpi.

 
 

Step 3: Export the Pages document to ePub format.
 
	File > Export To...> ePub

	Enter the title

	Enter the author(s)

	Select Choose an image...

	Select the layout

	Reflowable: This is the preferred format. The ePub reader will automatically handle the layout.

	Fixed layout: This means the relationship between content and images must be maintained.   

	Advanced

	Select the general category for the book.  Imagine you go into a book store and you are looking for a cook book.  The books in the store are organization by subject.  You would find the cookbooks in the shelf marked as "Cooking".  If a category exists that fits your book, select it.

	Langauge.  Change to the language used for the book.

	Use Table of Contents.  Check this box to have a table of contents in the ePub.  Remember this is based on the Heading style you set for each section title.

	Embed Fonts.  Be sure to check this box.  If your language needs a special font, it will be included in the ePub.  Otherwise, if that font does not exist on the reader's device, it won't look correct.

	Save....   Be sure to save it to your ePub directory.

 
Now, in Finder, go to your ePub directory and find your ePub file.  It will have .ePub as the file extension.  You can then read your ePub book in the Mac Books app.
 
This same file can be read on Windows and Linux, and on mobile devices.
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